Resource degradation due to depreciative behaviors continues to be of concern for park and protected area managers and many of the visitors that recreate in these pristine areas. Land managers must maintain a delicate balance between use and preservation amidst increasing visitation, particularly in popular frontcountry areas. Visitor education has become a prominent and, often successful, technique used to curb depreciative behaviors (Hammit & Cole, 1998; Hendee & Dawson, 2002; Lucas, 1983; Manning, 1999 Manning, , 2003 Manning, , 2007 Marion & Reid, 2001 ). In most protected areas, education concerning Leave No Trace (LNT) practices is the most prevalent form of minimum-impact messaging applied to encourage correct behavior and discourage depreciative behavior (Harmon, 1997; Marion & Reid, 2001; Vagias, 2009) . Despite improved efficacy and practice concerning LNT, depreciative behaviors causing resource impacts still occur. Theory suggests that attitudes lead to specific behaviors (Ajzen, 1991; Ajzen & Fishbein, 1980; Fishbein & Manfredo, 1992; Ham & Krumpe, 1996; Vagias, 2009) , and by gaining deeper understanding about specific attitudes, we can discover why visitors of protected areas maintain particular beliefs, norms, and ultimately, behaviors. Therefore, this study evaluated frontcountry-day-user attitudes pertaining to LNT minimum impact behaviors. Results provide insight concerning visitor attitudes and the level of knowledge respondents had about LNT practices. These findings offer greater understanding concerning those LNT Principles that may be confusing or misinterpreted by visitors, thus enabling land managers and outdoor recreation educators to enhance educational strategies.
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Methods
Due to the increase in day-use recreation, this study took place in the predominantly frontcountry, day-user area of the Bear Lake corridor in Rocky Mountain National (RMNP), Colorado. An on-site questionnaire was administered approximately 25 yards from the Bear Lake and Glacier Gorge trailheads during the summer of 2009 yielding an overall response rate of 74% with a total n = 390. The survey design was a collaborative effort involving Colorado State University's Human Dimensions of Natural Resource Program, the National Park Service Wilderness Stewardship Division and the Leave No Trace Center for Outdoor Ethics. Although the Leave No Trace Center for Outdoor Ethics provides a frontcountry version of the LNT principles (see http://lnt.org/programs/frontcountry), RMNP displays only the seven original LNT principles at the trailheads and in informational literature. RMNP is also predominantly characterized and classified as designated wilderness, despite the frontcountry nature of areas such as the Bear Lake corridor. Therefore, respondents were asked to indicate the appropriateness of a series of attitudinal statements regarding six of the seven original LNT principles (see http://lnt.org/programs/principles) based upon a seven-point scale, 1 = Very Inappropriate to 7 = Very Appropriate. All statements represented two inappropriate behaviors corresponding to each of the six measured LNT Principles.
Results
Results indicate that attitudes toward appropriateness varied depending upon the LNT principle in question (Table 1) . Responses from Principle #1, 'Plan Ahead and Prepare' indicate that most respondents understood the importance of thoroughly preparing for recreation activities. However, results from Principle #2, 'Travel and Camp on Durable Surfaces' indicate that approximately 50% of respondents thought it was appropriate to 'Walk around muddy spots on the trail'. Additionally, responses from Principle #3, 'Dispose of Waste Properly' indicate that the majority of respondents may not fully understand this principle, as approximately 58% thought that it was appropriate to 'Carry all litter back out, leaving only food scraps behind'. Findings suggest that the majority of respondents understood Principle #4, 'Leave What You Find' and Principle #6, 'Respect Wildlife'. However, Principle #7, 'Be Considerate of Other Visitors' was largely misunderstood, as approximately 74% of respondents indicated that it was appropriate to 'Take a break along the edge of the trail.' Discussion RMNP visitors, such as those sampled in this study, represent a demographic that could potentially be generalized to predominantly day-user recreationists in other protected areas across the nation. Results suggest that LNT Principles #2, 'Travel and Camp on Durable Surfaces', #3, "Dispose of Waste Properly', and #7, 'Be Considerate of Other Visitors' are largely misunderstood. This indicates that the LNT Center for Outdoor Ethics, the managing land agencies, and the outdoor recreation educators that introduce recreationists to these pristine places should focus educational efforts on these misinterpreted principles. Doing so, may curb depreciative behaviors and help insure resource protection of these areas for future generations. Attitudinal variables coded on a 7-point scale (1 = Very Inappropriate -7 = Very Appropriate) Note. LNT Principle #5, 'Minimize Fire Impacts' was not addressed in this study due to park regulations prohibiting fire in the study area
